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Dis-integrating identities 
 

The people of the United Kingdom have exercised the sacred right of all free peoples. They have 
declared their independence from the European Union and have voted to reassert control over their 
own politics, borders and economy. […] Come November, the American people will have the 
chance to re-declare their independence. Americans will have a chance to vote for trade, 
immigration and foreign policies that put our citizens first. They will have the chance to reject 
today’s rule by the global elite, and to embrace real change that delivers a government of, by and for 
the people. I hope America is watching, it will soon be time to believe in America again. 

 

This statement by Donald Trump, made in the wake of the “Brexit” referendum, is a pure 

ideological concentrate, a cultural commentary on the meaning of identity and freedom. In resorting 

to a typically revolutionary kind of imaginary and vocabulary (“sacred right of all free peoples”) he 

seems to read the English people’s choice against the background of the American Revolutionary 

War and, even further back, of the English Glorious Revolution. In his words, identity is reduced to 

a reassessment of control over national borders, while freedom amounts to a mere “declaration of 

independence” meant to break the chains imposed by a vague “global elite”. On the whole – and 

quite paradoxically – freedom turns into an inward-driven movement, sclerotizing, dissecting and 

fixing pre-constituted identities.   

This attitude stands in sheer opposition to the idea of integration, a principle that grounded 

both the conception of the European Union after the end of the world wars, and the formation of the 

United States of America (e pluribus unum) after the revolution. In other words, Trump seems to 

epitomize a call for dis-integration, presently shared by several populist movements all over the 

world, while at the same time embracing an essentialist interpretation of identity, seen as a pre-

determined, monolithic and coherent whole. This approach has been criticized, among others, by 

Michel Foucault and Toni Negri, who have problematized concepts such as “liberation” and 

“emancipation” in so far as they hypostatize a solid and homogeneous category to be freed, thus 

establishing new criteria of exclusion and new barriers. 

However, beyond this point there seems to loom only a fluid and elusive idea of freedom, 

consisting in a pure possibility of infinite self-definition, reshaping identity from substance into 

strategy. Hence, the radical claim for an identity completely free from models and preconditions 



leads – again paradoxically – to the destruction of the category of specific identity itself, i. e. to a 

disintegration (without dash this time), apt to be intended both positively and negatively.  

The objective of this graduate forum is indeed to question the semantic value and the 

cultural significance of these umbrella terms. Integrate: enrichment and fruitful fusion, or 

homogenization and barren assimilation? Dis-integrate: regression and traumatic fracture, or the 

proud declaration of an independence long wished for? Finally, disintegrate: political and cultural 

apocalypse (a modern tower of Babel where comprehension is unattainable), or a renewed space of 

freedom and creative chaos? We are interested in submissions in English that, by examining 

different cultural products (literature, comics, movies) and historical periods, investigate the 

possible connotations and implications of the terms discussed above. 

 

Contributions may include but are by no means limited to the following themes: 

– New understandings of cosmopolitanism and multiculturalism.   

–  Self-reliance and independence.  

– Self-definition in LGBT identities. 

– Assimilation and the crisis of the post-racial vision of the state. 

– Europe as a crossroad of integration(s) and dis-integration(s). 

– Minority and subaltern literatures as instances of ethnic pride. 

–  Nationalist movements as historical forces. 

– World literature and transnational studies. 

–  Integration, dis-integration and disintegration in literature.  

 

Contributions from doctoral students and early-career researchers are encouraged. 

Participants’ speeches should last 20-25 minutes. If you are interested, please send a title and a 300-

words abstract, together with a short biographical note and a list of relevant publications, to 

sapienza.doctoralforum@gmail.com. 

 

Deadline to send abstracts: March 21, 2017 

 Responses and confirmations will be given by: March 31, 2017 

 Conference fee: Full (includes four coffee breaks and one pizza dinner) 35€ 

       Standard (includes four coffee breaks without dinner) 20€ 

 

We kindly ask you to email a near-final draft of your contribution to the appointed 
respondent (TBC) by: May 2, 2017 

	


